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WELCOME  
On behalf of the Council, staff and residents of the City of Charlottetown, it is my honour to 

welcome the 2011 Communities in Bloom Team of Bill Hahn and Stephen King to our historic 

community, a designated Cultural Capital of Canada.  

This year, the City of Charlottetown adopted an Integrated Community Sustainability Plan 

(ICSP). The ICSP provides the City with a long term, forward thinking strategic plan. This plan 

was developed in consultation with the community to support the realization of our 

communƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎocial and cultural 

dimensions. The goal of many of the activities highlighted in this portfolio is to contribute to a 

healthier, more vibrant and sustainable city for future generations complementing the values 

of the Communities in Bloom program. 

We have taken this plan to heart, aligning the goals of the Sustainability Plan with our actions 

here at City Hall and ǿŜΩǊŜ building new relationships that enhance not only internal 

sustainability, but our CommunityΩǎ. Developing community partnerships and capacity building 

is the key to making our plan a reality. 

We hope you find yourselves at home in our beautiful waterfront Capital. Our community is 

honoured to be the Birthplace of Confederation and we extend a warm welcome to you as you 

experience the natural environment and cultural heritage of this special place we call home. 

Our City is one of the premier cultural destinations in the Maritimes and we have an important 

role to play in protecting its natural beauty, managing our resources responsibly and 

sustainably and ensuring we leave a vibrant and resilient community legacy to those that 

follow us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Clifford Lee 

Mayor 
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Wed. July 27, 2011 

6:00 p.m. - Arrival in Charlottetown - Air Canada AC8856       

6:30 p.m.  ς Dundee Arms Inn - Supper 

7:30 p.m. ς Historic walk about the downtown with Joan Cumming, Councillor Rob Lantz, Chair of 

Planning, Heritage and ICSP Committees and Mayor Clifford Lee  

Thurs. July 28, 2011 

8:00 a.m. - Pick up at Rodd Charlottetown Hotel (Breakfast is served at the hotel at 7 a.m. - to be billed 

to your room) 

8:15 a.m. - Todd Saunders, Heritage Officer 

9:00 a.m. - Briefing by CEO of Island Wastewatch Management, Gerry Moore, West Royalty 

Industrial/Business Park 

10:00 a.m. - West Royalty Elementary (greening of school grounds) Community Gardens, Hillsborough 

Park, East Royalty, drive about until we meet at cemetery 

11:15 a.m. - Meet with Board of Trustees (Sherwood Cemetery) 2011 Mayors Award which will be given 

out at Meet and Greet tonight 

11:45 a.m. - Ramona Doyle, Water Conservationist 

12:30 p.m. - Lunch at the home of historian Catherine Hennessey 

1:45 p.m. - Dawn Allen, Executive Director Downtown Charlottetown Inc. (Kent and Queen Streets) 

2:15 p.m.  - Victoria Park - Beth Hoar, Parkland Conservationist - tour of Park and Grounds 

3:15 p.m. - Sue Hendricken, Manager of Parks and Recreation and Integrated Community Sustainability 

Plan 

4:00 p.m. - Meet with George Vail, Sherwood Parkdale Lions Club on Lions Crescent, tour of 

Fanningbank Community Gardens, drive about of subdivisions, communities not yet covered  

5:30 p.m. - Supper - Water St. Corner Shop 

7:30 p.m. - Community Meet and Greet - City Hall 

If you like, there is a Sound &Light Show on Great George Street, behind Province House at 9:30 p.m. 

and world renowned fiddler Richard Wood is at the Old Triangle - or you can call it a night! 

ITINERARY ITINERARY 
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Fri. July 29, 2011 

 

7:40 a.m. - Interview with CBC Island Morning with Nancy Russell 

8:00 a.m. - Blair Kinch, Public Works Superintendent 

8:30 a.m. - Kelly Foote, Tour of Confederation Landing Park 

9:15 a.m. - Justin Dunn, Clifford Lee - Sustainability Officer, Holland College Campus 

10:00 a.m. - Interview with Local Newspaper, The Guardian, Joe Ghiz Park 

10:30 a.m. - Ann Carriere, Cultural Capitals Coordinator 

Finish off with another little drive about and the rest of the day is evaluation time. Hope you enjoyed 

your time and please feel free to ask any questions. 

4:15 p.m. - Departure to Charlottetown Airport 

 

 

  

ITINERARY 
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The City of Charlottetown would like to extend a special welcome to this 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ .ƭƻƻƳ ƧǳŘƎŜǎΣ aǊΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ YƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Mr. Bill Hahn. 
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Community Profile 
 

The City of Charlottetown is a flourishing community of over 

32,500 located on the south shore of Prince Edward Island. 

Charlottetown is the capital City of Prince Edward Island, 

and is called the "Birthplace of Confederation" after the 

historic 1864 Charlottetown Conference which led to 

Confederation. www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca 

 

 

Municipality   City of Charlottetown 

Total Area    42 square kilometres 

Parks & Green Space Approx. 500 acres 

Population    Approx. 32,500 

 

 

Municipal Budget $41,135,462.00 

Budget allocated to parks and green spaces, horticulture, landscape projects, urban forestry: 

Parks and Recreation Operating Budget $4,343,703   

Parks  $1,696,116 

Beautification & Street Lighting 

 

$2,136,006 

Street Cleaning $ 882,850.00 

Capital Parks and Recreation $720,500.00 

 

Park Improvements $ 540,500   

 

Sports field Development $  40,000 

Arena Upgrades $  140,000 

 

COMMUNITY PROFILE 

http://www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca/
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Team Profile  
 

Parks staff 56 

Full time park maintenance positions 4 

Casual Forest Restoration staff & Environmental  

Education 

4 

Horticulture staff 2 

Casual staff dedicated to horticulture work 

 

2 

Seasonal staff 12 

Casual staff positions 31 

IWK Nature after school Pilot project 

 

 

1 

Public Works   

Permanent Sweeper positions 6 

510 weeks ς 27 seasonal staff  

Urban Beautification   

Seasonal Staff 51 persons /828 weeks 

Casual Staff 50 persons /625 weeks 

Project Staff 16 persons 
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TIDINESS 
Our citizens take great pride in our City. 

We depend on countless partnerships and 

collaborations to ensure our streetscapes 

are safe, clean and tidy and enjoyed by 

our community.  

Municipal 

Accomplishments 

OUR TEAM   

With over 80 parks properties and 

facilities throughout the City, 

/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

natural areas; including waterfronts, woodlands and wetlands.  Through parks planning, this department 

ensures there is significant community involvement in the development of our prized public spaces.  

Our Public Works team maintains 225 km of City roadway.  They also ensure sidewalks are safe and 

accessible and that benches and recycling stations are well maintained. 

Urban Beautification Departments are kept busy ensuring the maintenance and integrity of all public 

property and municipal buildings. Teams plant gardens, clean tree wells, trim and edge sidewalks, weed 

public flower beds, trim tree suckers and edge close to public buildings, power poles and this year the 

team installed a new xeriscaped bed in front of City Hall.  

MAINTENANCE of MEDIANS, BOULEVARDS and ROUNDABOUTS  

Charlottetown added three new roundabouts in 2011. Two are located on Riverside Drive and another 

on Belvedere Avenue.  Since there are new additions to our roadways efforts have begun to incorporate 

landscaping in the center ring and medians of the roundabouts. 

TIDINESS  
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Community Involvement 

Partnerships play a huge role in maintaining the vibrancy of our downtown streets. Here are a few 

examples of projects that have been undertaken in 2010-11. 

 

THE AWARDS WINNING ADOPT A CORNER PROJECT  

This program is a great example of the benefit of partnerships.  What started with three corner gardens 

has flourished to 70 blooming street corners in 2011. Local businesses take ownership of their part of 

the program and are rewarded with a sense of pride at having helped make the City more beautiful. 

Each year Downtown Charlottetown Inc. puts all the corners within the BIA up for adoption. Local 

businesses pick a corner, city crews dig and prepare the bed, then businesses plant the gardens using 

their staff and materials. City crews maintain the gardens and wonderful gardens bloom all over the city.  

 

RECYCLING AWARENESS  

The City of Charlottetown has been an active 

member with the PEI Litter Committee since its 

creation in 2004 assisting with the development of 

litter awareness programs.  

OUR PETS 

An extremely popular program is tƘŜ άǇƻƻǇ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŎƻƻǇέ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

biodegradable doggie bag dispensers are located in 

all major dog walking parks. 

 

CLEAN SWEEP  

This annual event serves as an opportunity for business members to get outside help keep 

Charlottetown cleaner and more beautiful. Downtown Clean Sweep is a fun way for Downtown 

businesses to show they care about living and working in a clean and well-maintained community. It is 

our hope that this event inspires people to keep our streets clean year-round. In 2011 DCI purchased a 

ŘƻȊŜƴ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ Ψōǳǘǘ ǎǘƻǇǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƎƘ-traffic areas. 

HERITAGE WAYFINDING PROJECT  

This project installed information kiosks, gateway and directional signage placed throughout the core. 

DCI contributes over two years in partnership with TCI, ACOA and the Province. 

 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND FESTIVE DECORATING  

These programs, managed by DCI with the participation of downtown merchants make our downtown 

shine brightly during the festive time each year. Starting mid-November businesses adorn their 
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entrances and windows with simple, beautiful pine bows and white lights. Retailers decorate their 

storefronts for a chance to win prizes and a certificate of appreciation from the City. 

GRAFITTI REMOVAL  

DOWNTOWN Charlottetown Inc. (DCI) is committed to providing a clean, vibrant, safe and welcoming 

downtown for all residents, workers and visitors. As a part of this commitment DCI has created a Graffiti 

Removal Program. 

CLEAN TEAM 

Clean Team Members create and maintain a clean, welcoming and safe environment in the Downtown 

Charlottetown core for residents, visitors and tourists. The Clean Team maintains streets and sidewalks, 

remove graffiti, paint public items and remove posters removal and keep public kiosks organized. The 

Clean Team Members project a positive image of the Downtown Charlottetown Businesses, and will be 

approachablŜΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ provide information and assistance to the residents, visitors. 

NEIGHBOUR HOOD TREE PLANTING  

Parks have worked with the provincial government and neighbourhood groups to plant native trees and 

naturalize neighbourhood parks.  The tree planting is provided by the neighbourhood volunteers and the 

Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ DǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  hƴŜ 

neighbourhood park was planted in the past year.  Parricus Mead neighbourhood tree planting involved 

30 community members of all ages.  The Park includes a wetland that will be enhanced by the native 

tree planting. 

TRAILS 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

which park users enjoy daily.  To make the Park tidier and walking on the trails safer, the City removes 

roots and overhanging branches.  The trails are mulched to keep walkers on main paths.  Mulch protects 

the woodland understory and wildlife, such as salamanders, that live under the leaf litter.  

Control of vegetative growth on graveled pathways has been researched and experimentation with 

different contǊƻƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ άƎǊŀǾŜƭ ǊŀǎŎŀƭέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻǿŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜƭ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎΦ 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA COLLECTION  

Data related to park conditions, maintenance needs, habitats, wildlife and plant species is collected 

weekly in Victoria Park.  This data is used to find solutions to maintenance challenges like litter, graffiti 

and vandalism.  The data is also used to assess environmental issues in the Park such as invasive plant 

species, woodland habitat improvement projects and pond habitat conservation efforts.  In the spring of 

нлмлΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛŀƴ ŜƎƎǎ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŀŘ aŀƴΩǎ tƻƴŘ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƛǎ 

partnered with the Canadian CooperatiǾŜ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǘ ¦t9LΩǎ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ±ŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ 

find out what was happening to the amphibian populations. This partnership continued in 2011. 

 

http://www.downtowncharlottetown.com/programs/Taking_Action_Against_Graffiti.pdf
http://www.downtowncharlottetown.com/programs/Taking_Action_Against_Graffiti.pdf
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
LƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ hǳǊ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Plan, is helping 

the City prioritize our ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ economic, social, cultural and environmental sustainability goals. We 

have begun a series of new initiatives in 2011 under the guiding principles of sustainable development.  

Municipal Accomplishments 

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE 

Our Sustainability Plan is supported by an ICSP Standing Committee, an internal working group and a 

Sustainability Coordinator, hired in September 2010. Many initiatives are underway, including; 

 Creating a corporate education and training program for city staff; 

 Aligning the goals and actions of the Sustainability Plan with policy and new initiatives to 

enhance internal sustainability;  

 Developing community partnerships and capacity building (Speaker series, Community forums) 

 

INTERNAL SUSTAINABLITY  

The City recognizes we can't underestimate the power of awareness and education in creating 

momentum in our move toward sustainability. In the past year, the Sustainability Coordinator has 

hosted:  

 5 Workshops for senior staff 

 3 Lunch and Learn sessions for all staff 

 5 elearning sessions for our Sustainability 101 course for up to 50 staff 

 

SUSTAINABILITY 101  

The City purchased 50 elearning licenses for staff and Council. The Courses are designed to help learners 

access and understand sustainability concepts and apply them to day-to-day business, community and 

personal decision-making. It also includes a structured overview of key sustainability concepts, real-life 

case studies and interactive activities, an extensive resource section. Fifty staff will have certificates by 

July 2011. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION  
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WATER CONSERVATION 

In the fall of 2010, the Charlottetown Water and Sewer Utility hired a Water Conservation Program 

Coordinator to develop and implement a water conservation program for the City of 

Charlottetown.  Charlottetown residents, the business community, watershed associations, the PEI 

Provincial Government, industry stakeholders and public institutions have been consulted to tailor the 

program to suit Charlottetown.  The ultimate goal of this program will be to reduce per capita water 

consumption and bring water use in line with available water sources.   

WATER and UTILITY COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

The first phase of the Water Conservation Program focused on community engagement and awareness 

and internal operations. In partnership with various community groups, water conservation has been 

promoted through: 

 public presentations 

 ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ 5ŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎύ 

 Our Water Runs Deep Video ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ source 

 the PEI Provincial Home Show 

 Earth Day event 

 Public tree planting and hike in the Winter River watershed 
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LONG TERM GOALS 

A 10-year Water Conservation Plan is currently in the development phase and will put the City on a path 

toward sustainable water use.  The City recognizes partnerships with community and an ongoing 

commitment from the City and the Utility will be essential in meeting our long-term water conservation 

goals. 

TOILET REBATE PROGRAM  

A community engagement survey was mailed ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмм ǘƻ 

collect information on how residents use water in their homes and what types of programs they would 

like to see.  As a result of this survey, a toilet replacement rebate program was launched in May 2011.  

This program offers rebates to homeowners and business owners who replace a high flush volume toilet 

with a low-flow model.   

RAIN BARRELS 

The program coordinator has also worked 

with many City departments to reduce 

water use in City buildings, parks and day-

to-day operations. Rain barrels have been 

promoted at City events such as the 10th 

Annual Perennial Plant Swap and Natal 

Day.  The City is working to offset some of 

its remaining reliance on potable water 

sources for irrigation by using rain barrels 

and cisterns for plant watering.  A rain 

barrel has been installed at City Hall for 

watering needs in and around the building 

and a xeriscaped perennial bed was planted 

in front of City Hall. Combined, they serve 

as a demonstration site for how simple 

outdoor residential water conservation can 

be.     

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN  

The first phase of a storm water 

management plan is being developed for 

the City in order to improve city 

infrastructure, protect water quality and increase natural water filtration.  The Parks & Open Spaces 

aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ άƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǘŜrcourses and protect the 

major headwater streams in the City of Charlottetown. Where possible, green riparian corridors will be 

incorporated into passive recreation opportunities.   
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION: EVENTS 

DESIGNING COMPLETE STREETS   

The Town of Stratford and The City of Charlottetown ISCP Project co- hosted a lecture and dialogue 

luncheon with Landscape Planner, Randall Arendt in November 2011. The objective of this luncheon was 

to create a space for dialogue on our community streetscapes, and in particular, street design issues as 

they pertain to the engineering of new subdivision road infrastructure. 

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS  

The Institute of Bioregional Studies Social invited Laura MacPherson, Charlottetown Sustainability 

Coordinator to host a forum in February. This forum was about implementing the Charlottetown 

Sustainability Plan. Laura hosted a conversation with over 35 people to discuss the priorities of the 

Sustainability pƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 

planning and development strategies. 

EARTH HOUR 

The City of Charlottetown joined hundreds of millions of people across the planet and switched off our 

lights for Earth Hour Sat. March 26th2011. The City showed its support for this global event by turning 

out the lights at Victoria Park, Confederation Landing Park as well as City Hall. It was a great chance to 

think about how we use and produce energy.  

EARTH DAY 

In partnership with the City of Charlottetown, Sierra Club Canada ς Atlantic Canada Chapter and the 

Confederation Centre of the Arts and Public Library invited the City to come and celebrate with us, to 

celebrate eARTh day! EARTh Day (April 22nd) 2011 was a busy day at the Confederation Centre Food 

Court. There was a city-ǿƛŘŜ ά!w¢ !/¢Lhbέ ŦƻǊ 9ŀǊǘƘ 5ŀȅΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƻƭŘ 

clothing or scrap fabric cut out in the shape of clothing, with their messages for Earth Day. These 

messages wŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ΨŎƭƻǘƘŜǎƭƛƴŜΩ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǾƻƛŎŜ 

made for an extremely powerful and meaningful contribution to this event. There was music and book 

readings and a live, bustling art station. As well we highlightŜŘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ άƎǊŜŜƴŜǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

businesses while serving local apple cider and snacks.  

MOVING TOWARD A MORE SUSTAINABLE CITY: The 2011 PEI HOME SHOW 

The City of Charlottetown joined hundreds of visiǘƻǊΩǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ t9L IƻƳŜ {ƘƻǿΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩs City 

ōƻƻǘƘ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ άhǳǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ /ƛǘȅ.έ This was an opportunity for us to celebrate and share current 

initiatives, including our Water Conservation plans. One of the goals of being at the Home show was to 

create awareness, interest, buzz and momentum around our initiatives and also provide a space for 

contributions from those who attend. It was a great chance to engage citizens.  

http://www.greenerprospects.com/bio.html
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COMMUNITY FORUM AND DIALOGUE SESSION  

The City of Charlottetown and the Town of Stratford welcomed a crowd of almost 200 to a presentation 

by Mayor Ken Melamed June 1st, 2011. This was followed by Q & A & community dialogue. This was a 

great opportunity for municipal leaders and stakeholders to explore local issues and opportunities for 

regional collaboration.  

Topics covered include: 

 Sustainability in the community context  

 Roles of communities and municipalities in leading sustainability 

 Importance of regional coalition building 

 Case Studies and examples  
 

BIKE TO WORK DAY 

The City of Charlottetown staff and council members left their cars in their driveways and pedaled to 

work in June in an effort to show leadership and encourage residents to consider active transportation. 

This was an opportunity to raise public awareness of the important role cycling plays in improving our 

municipal infrastructure. The City recently launched a regional Request for Proposals with Stratford, 

Cornwall and the Province for a Regional Active Transportation Plan and entered a partnership to add 

new bike racks throughout the downtown core. Charlottetown is looking to grow this event annually 

and involve more and more residents. Some of the benefits of active transportation include; health, the 

opportunity to be physically active on a regular basis, social, active transportation increases your social 

interactions, transportation, it reduces road congestion, and environmental, active transportation 

reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 

WORLD WATER DAY  

As part of the Water Conservation Program, Charlottetown marked World Water Day, March 22, 2011 

by having Confederation Centre March Break Art Camp create water-inspired art and parade from 

Confederation Centre to City Hall. The City hosted a free movie screening of Blue Gold: World Water 

Wars in partnership with City Cinema that night. This event was open to the public and was well 

attended.  It was an opportunity to discuss the significance of freshwater resources on a global scale. 

ADVENTURES IN WINTE RIVER: COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING and HIKE in the WATERSHED 

In partnership with the Winter River ς Tracadie Bay Watershed Association, the Charlottetown Water & 

Sewer Utility hosted a tree planting at the Union Pumping Station - an important component in the 

/ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  bŜŀǊƭȅ нлл ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ and participants learned about tree 

identification and the important role tree roots play in protecting freshwater quality and quantity.  After 

the tree planting, participants hiked to a cabin in the woods for a hot lunch. 
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Community Involvement 

WATERSHED RESTORATION  

There are a number of active community groups working on watersheds including; 

 9ƭƭŜƴΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ 

 !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ tƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ǊƛƎƘǘǎ /ǊŜŜƪ 

 Winter River Tracadie Bay Watershed Association 

 

The City of Charlottetown Parks and Recreation Department has partnered with these groups to carry 

out watershed improvements, including nature pathways and tree planting with local schools.   

There is a minimum three-meter buffer of natural vegetation left along the shore and riverbanks to 

promote soil stabilization and to aid in filtering the overland flow of surface water into the watercourse.  

Native trees and shrubs are planted within this buffer zone to enhance the health of the watershed 

area. 

All natural areas are inspected for risk management and any native trees, shrubs and ground vegetation 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΦ   ¢ƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ōȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘȅ 

natural areas are important:  they provide important shelter, food and habitat for urban wildlife.  The 

City explains vegetation removal will not take place simply to preserve water views.  Trees that blow 

down or are cut down in natural areas are left to biodegrade on site providing habitat for wildlife and 

allowing nutrients to be recycled back into the ecosystem. 

WRIGH¢Ω{/w99Y ²!¢9w{I95 w9{¢hw!¢Lhb  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ό²/²9/ύ ǘƻ 

ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΦ  /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ 

sedimentation occurring throughout the watershed.  

The City has been working collectively with WCWEC and the Provincial Transportation and Public Works 

Department to decrease the amount of sediment being produced by Norwood Road in the upper reach 

of the watershed.  An Enhancement Plan includes construction of check dams and silt traps, improving 

the ditching system and increasing the height of the road.  The plan would assist in sediment capture 

and controlling the large quantity of storm water that flows through the area.  The Public Works 

Department has been working on restoring the work on the road. 

NATURE BASED AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

consumption through the implementation of water conservation practices in 2011. The City and 

Recreation PEI have recently received a grant from the IWK hospital in Halifax to develop a nature based 

after school program to help battle child obesity, encourage children to get active and learn more about 
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nature in the City.  This partnership group has hired a coordinator who will start a seven-month pilot 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ άƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅέ 

within walking distance to the programs and develop a tool kit generic enough to be used in other urban 

parks throughout the country. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

Environmental education continues at Victoria Park with over 1,000 elementary school children 

participating in a hands-on environmental education program.  Trees have been planted, trails mulched, 

nature tours taken and invasive species identified. 

EDIBLE LANDSCAPES 

The July 2011 issue ƻŦ ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ .ŜƴŎƘΩ features an article about edible landscapes. This year, 

ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ άŜŘƛōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǘŀiners in Victoria Park. Charlottetown wants to support the 

buy local initiatives and promote eating and growing local foods. 

RECYCLE REDUSE, RE-USE, REPURPOSE: WASTE WATCH PROGRAM  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΩǎ ²ŀǎǘŜ ²ŀǘŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ /ƛǘȅ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ 

bag recycling system.  Many plastic bottles, tetra packs and cans are now returnable for a refund, which 

has increased the number of containers reused. On July 1, 2010 a new electronics recycling program 

started with six depots located across PEI and we partnered with Island Waste Management 

Corporation.   

Any person dumping garbage, contaminated products on properties would be charged by the City of 

Charlottetown under the Dangerous, Hazardous and Unsightly Premises Bylaw.   The City of 

Charlottetown has a Bylaw officer who enforces seven city bylaws. 

RECYCLING  

Recycled plastic drums were repurposed for all of our parks recycle bins. Sports fields, special events 

and festivals are equipped with these clearly marked up-cycled bins.  We supply over 50 cans in and 

around our parks system.  Parks and Recreation has started on a five-year plan to replace all park and 

trail recycle stations with aesthetically pleasing ones that are easier to lift and clean and have lids 

designed to keep animals out. 

COMPOSTING 

The City of Charlottetown promotes composting for all residential refuse, through the Island Wide 

Waste Management program.  Residents are given the opportunity to separate waste and compost in all 

city facilities where food is served, including arenas, City Hall and community centers.   The City 

composts and recycles its hanging baskets each fall.  
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BROWNFIELD DEVELOPMENT  

 

Charlottetown was given an honorable mention in the first annual /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ tƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ LƴǾŜǎǘ 

competition 2010, a joint initiative between ReNew Canada and REVITALIZ LLC. 

Communities across Canada took a survey and Charlottetown was ranked based on its Renewal 

Quotient, or the communityΨǎ renewal capacity. The higher ŀ /ƛǘȅΩǎ RQ, the more likely it will turn 

investments that restore its natural and built assets into actual revitalization (defined as economic 

growth that boosts both environmental health and quality of life). Please see the press release for 

details. 

 

REDUCING GREEN HOUSE GAS EMISSIONS 

 

The City is continuing with the Partners for Climate Change Protection program. This year, council voted 

to conduct energy audits of municipal buildings and infrastructure to identify ways to improve energy 

efficiency. This will also support GHG emission reductions. 

 

BULLFROG POWER  

In March 2011, the City of Charlottetown chose to bullfrogpower City Hall. By choosing green electricity, 

the City of Charlottetown is reducing its CO2 emissions by approximately 127 tonnes, supporting the 

development of new, renewable generation in Canada, and helping to increase awareness about the 

importance of clean energy in Canada. Through this agreementΣ .ǳƭƭŦǊƻƎ tƻǿŜǊΩǎϯ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴƧŜŎǘ 

ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ 

uses. In the Maritime provinces, Bullfrog sources from wind farms and low-impact hydro facilities in 

tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ .ǊǳƴǎǿƛŎƪΦ .ǳƭƭŦǊƻƎ tƻǿŜǊΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘ 

power throughout the Maritimes.  

The City of Charlottetown in partnership with Bullfrogpower® powered East Coast Music Week with 100 

per cent clean, renewable power. One hundred per cent clean, renewable electricity was used for the 

first year ever.  All music week 

events were greened with 

renewable power, including the 

East Coast Music Awards (ECMAs). 

The green power move 

complements the City of 

/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 

a more sustainable city by 

supporting renewable power.  By 

ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ .ǳƭƭŦǊƻƎΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ 

electricity, the organizations not 

only help in the fight against 

http://renewcanada.net/2010/canadas-best-places-to-invest/
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climate change and air pollutionτbut they also help create awareness about green energy choices in 

the Maritimes. 

 

PARTNERS IN CLIMATE PROTECTION PROGRAM  

The City is a member of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities Partners in Climate Protection 

program.  The city has taken the first step, the completion of a baseline greenhouse gas emissions 

inventory. Plans are underway to set targets for emission reductions as well as conduct energy audits 

beginning with the most energy inefficient buildings first. 

TRANSPORTATION: CHARLOTTETOWN TRANSIT  

One of our goals in the ICSP is to reduce commuter traffic. In 2011 an RFP was put out to develop an 

integrated transportation plan that considers the relationship between different modes of 

transportation (trails, bike paths, public transit etc.). This was a partnership with the Town of Stratford, 

the Town of Cornwall and the Provincial Government of PEI. 

Reducing the cars on our streets and creating a healthier environment and quality of life are a few 

reasons why the City supports the local transit System. The City of Charlottetown has implemented a 

long-awaited transit system and each year the ridership has increased steadily. Buses began running in 

the City of Charlottetown in October 2005. A new connector to Cornwall and Stratford began in 2009 

and transit ridership continued to rise. Ridership in June of 2010 was at 21,179 compared to 17,983 

passengers in 2009 and 12,895 in June of 2008. 

UNIVERSAL TRANSIT PASS (UPASS) 

! Ψ¦ǇŀǎǎΩ ŦƻǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ of Prince Edward Island was unanimously voted in in the fall of 

2010 for the 2010-11 school year  demonstrating the need and importance for a reliable and efficient 

system. This pass is expected to also be available for Holland College Students in the fall of 2012. A 

UPASS program gives full time students enrolled UPEI unlimited access to local transit.  

 

Benefits of the student UPass include: 

 U-Pass programs offer students a way to drastically lower their transportation costs. 

 Reduced traffic congestion around the campus and local community. 

 Contributes fewer emissions. 

 Reduce demand for parking facilities (fewer resources spent on building parking facilities). 

 Improves low-cost housing options by making it easier to live further from campus. 

 New transit revenues can fund improved services meeting the specific needs of post-secondary 

students. 

 A simple and convenient way for occasional transit users, such as students in residence, to run 

errands around town. 

 

For $25 a semester, students will pay only half the price of a standard monthly transit pass for a full 

semester of unlimited transit use. This translates into approximately $6 a month, which is the equivalent 
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of only three fares. The UPASS will therefore also be under half the price of a general full time students 

parking pass which rings in at $120 dollars annually. The UPASS is mandatory for all full time students, 

sharing the cost along the entire full time student community makes the project affordable for 

everyone! 

ACTIVE STREETS COMMITTEE  

The Parks and Open Spaces Master Plan spurred the creation of a committee to promote cycling 

opportunities within the City.  The Victoria Park cycling lane pilot project began June 30, 2008.  In 2009, 

the cycling lane became permanent, from June 30th to October 31st.  In 2010, the cycling lane will be 

open May 1st to October 31st each year. This project encourages active living and provides a safe place 

for non-motorized wheeling traffic to travel around Victoria Park.  This popular recreational route 

continues in 2011. 

PEI ENERGY SYSTEMS 

The District Heating Plant is located on Riverside Drive.  Information is provided to you by PEI Energy 

Systems formerly Trigen Ltd.   Information will be given to you in regard to this complex where garbage 

is used as a heat source for many city buildings. 

REDUCING our ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT: ENHANCING our GREEN SPACE 

Boasting many high quality open spaces and recreational facilities, we strive to be a green and healthy 

community, and offer many opportunities for our citizens to participate in a healthy and active lifestyle. 

PARKS & OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN  

The City of Charlottetown has approved a Parks & Open Space Master Plan that highlights significant 

environmental contributions to our infrastructure.  The Plan includes recommended Green Streets for 

Active Transportation.  It recognizes the importance of natural areas by highlighting Forest Parks to 

protect large wooded areas as a specific campaign in the Charlottetown Parks system.   These wooded 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ! ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴajor headwater streams 

is proposed.  The plan also suggests connecting existing pathways from a more continuous system of 

City trails. Charlottetown is seriously considering creating a Master Plan for Victoria Park.  

INVASIVE SPECIES 

Invasive species are a serious threat to wildlife habitat worldwide, costing billions of dollars to control.  

City staff chair the PEI Invasive Species Working Group which determines guidelines, increases public 

awareness and influences the direction the province takes in the control of invasive species.  Within the 

municipality, staff are identifying and removing invasive plant, insect and disease species in the City.  

Target species include gypsy moth, Dutch elm disease, glossy buckthorn, and Japanese knotweed.  

Information on some of these invasive species is available on the City website and as factsheets.  City 

staff partner with Ducks Unlimited to implement best practices when dealing with invasive purple 

loosestrife. 
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The City of Charlottetown is committed to a sustainable and ecological approach to horticulture. Only 

organic pesticides and herbicides are used within City Parks.  City staff are investigating environmentally 

friendly solutions for insect infestations, invasive species and the influx of weedy plants in gravel trails.  

City Staff have hosted invasive species seminars, prepared fact sheets and run environmental projects 

that received local media attention.  The kiosk at Victoria Park offers environmental information that is 

relevant to the natural areas and ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦ  ! ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ .ŜƴŎƘΩ is 

published four times a year to highlight special parks features and environmental activities.  

PROTECTED AREAS 

In 2010, the Beach grove remnant Acadian forest was named a provincially significant natural area 

protected under the Provincial Natural Areas Protection Act. This is the first piece of land within the City 

limits that has received this level of protection. 

PHOTO EDUCATION 

! άōƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ clubhouse at Victoria Park to educate the 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 

species will be displayed on the board, creating a diverse display of flora and fauna in the park. 

OUR SPORTSFIELDS 

All irrigated City sports fields are watered with untreated well water.  Sportsfield maintenance is carried 

out using an IPM program which encourages healthy turf management without pesticides.  The IPM 

program includes aerating, fertilizing, over seeding, topdressing and monitoring field overuse. 

WISE USE OF PESTICIDES  

The City uses organic pesticides (with care and only after researching their effects on beneficial or native 

populations), best management practices and manual labour to control pests on all of the highly 

maintained horticultural displays, sports fields and natural areas.  We have included an information 

ǎƘŜŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ 

pesticide use. 

Community Involvement  
ENVIRONMNETAL AWARENESS, EDUCATION and ACTION 

FOOD and AGRICULTURE 

Citizens are becoming increasingly aware of the overall implications of sustainable foods and food 

security and we aim to work in partnership with community based organizations to support this 

momentum. Prince Edward IslandΩǎ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΣ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ home for farmers, fishers, artisans, 

producers, chefs. There are many ways Charlottetown residents can support our neighbours.  
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FARMERS MARKET COMES TO DOWNTOWN CHARLOTTETOWN  

A Downtown Farmers Market opened in July 2010 giving residents and visitors one more way to buy 

local ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƛǘȅΦ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  This trend is 

the result of more people wanting to support local producers and the growing desire to know where our 

food comes from.  FŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊkets are great social gathering, bringing communities together in a 

festive atmosphere.  The Downtown 

CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

streets of Charlottetown. CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

vendors are a mixture of primary 

producers selling locally grown produce, 

prepared foods and the work of local 

artisansΦ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴ LƴŎΦ Ψǎ 

goal is to attract local musicians and 

artisans to provide sidewalk performances 

and artistic demonstrations, creating a 

lively, fun atmosphere downtown. 

 

PEI BURGER LOVE  

Ten downtown Charlottetown Restaurants took part in an April, 2011 campaign to celebrate Island beef 

in a Campaign called Ωt9L .ǳǊƎŜǊ [ƻǾŜΩ.  Each participating restaurant custom-designed a burger for the 

popular competition. The marketing was slick and catchy and caught on through Facebook and Twitter. 

It was another way our downtown businesses have lead support for our local agricultural community 

and local economy.  

 

FOOD SECURITY FOR CITY PLANNERS  

To kick off 2011, the Food Security Network hosted a January workshop to review sustainable initiatives 

and case studies to inform city planners in order to support community food security. Topics included 

community gardening, community supported agriculture, community approaches to food security, and 

food and livable income were discussed.  

 

SUSTAINING ISLAND FOOD SYSTEMS  

A public workshop was hosted by The Institute for Bioregional Studies July 15th at the Farm Centre in 

Charlottetown. Professor Stuart B. Hill, Foundation Chair of Social Ecology at the University of Western 

Sydney, discussed what can be done over the short- and long-term to make some meaningful progress 

in our food systems. 

 

 

http://www.peiburgerlove.ca/
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COMMUNITY GARDENS: Mt. Edward Road 

Each year our community gardens on Mt. Edward Road expand.   Residents can lease plots of land for 

$15.00 a year to plant vegetable gardens.  They are then responsible for maintaining their lot. The 

residents get together and take turns at caring for the lots and cutting the grass.  

COMMUNITY GARDENS: Desbrisay Crescent 

There is a small-scale organic community garden at Desbrisay neighbourhood park which is located 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŀǎsists the 

gardens with mowing, soil, signage, etc.  In 2009, the City recognized Janet Marshall and the gardens for 

their contribution to making Charlottetown a great City in which to live. The City also pays the water bill 

for the community gardens. The City celebrates the community gardens at Desbrisay Crescent with the 

residents in mid August.    

 

TOILET REPLACEMENR REBATRE PROGRAM  

In May 2011, the Charlottetown Water & Sewer Utility launched the Toilet Replacement Rebate 

Program to encourage homeowners and business owners to replace high-flush volume toilets with 

models that use 6L or less.  Rebates for 6L toilets are $60 and for 4.8L or dual-flush toilets the rebate is 

$75.  This program is intended to provide support to the community to make the necessary changes to 

reduce overall water use. 

VOLUNTARY METERING PROGRAM  

The Charlottetown Water & Sewer Utility recognizes the importance of universal water metering in 

reducing water waste.  The Voluntary Metering Program is an essential step toward forward.  Residents 

who are not currently metered can sign up to switch from a 

flat to metered rate.  Residents with small houses or who are 

careful in their water use may have been saving a significant 

amount over the flat-rate charge and are becoming more 

aware of their water use. 

WATER WIZARDS  

In partnership with the Atlantic Chapter of the Sierra Club, 

the Charlottetown Water & Sewer Utility assisted in the 

funding and delivery of the Water Wizards educational 

program.  This gives Grade 5 students a more in-depth 

understanding of the water cycle, watersheds and water 

conservation.  Several Charlottetown classes have seen this presentation, which will continue in the Fall. 

Sherwood Elementary School expanded on the material and held a Water Walk for Peace, where 

students had walked 2 kilometers carrying water jugs to learn about the challenges developing countries 

face in access to water.   
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CITY PARKS and RECREATION Dept. HOSTS WORKSHOPS  

Several articles and stories have been featured by the media that outline the educational outreach 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘƛŜǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

areas.  Environmental workshop presentations include:   

 Photography and IAS (MacPhail Woods Ecological Forestry Project) 

 City of Charlottetown update on Gypsy Moth (Atlantic Advisory Committee on Introduced Forest 

Pests.    

 Dutch Elm Disease public presentation (Arbour Day 2011) 

 A Plant swap partnering with Home Hardware where we provided invasive species information 

 

EDUCATION and OUTREACH: CITY PARKS and RECREATION 

Educational outreach projects have been initiated at Victoria Park, including; Park nature tours, 

factsheets, information kiosk and City website information.  Information includes habitat conservation, 

native wildlife ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ 5ŜŀŘ aŀƴΩǎ tƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƳǇƘƛōƛŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 

and their impact on the environment.  This project, offered to all ages, increases public awareness about 

environmental issues.  This year more than 700 students toured the Park and learned about habitat 

conservation and urban wildlife.  Joint projects with the Colonel Gray leadership students celebrating 

International Biodiversity Day and Arbor Day helped educate elementary students about environmental 

issues and offered a learning experience for high school students. 

COMMUNICATIONS: CITY PARKS and RECREATION 

 Information about the Victoria Park Forest Restoration Project has 

been added to the City website along with information about urban 

wildlife, invasive plant and insect species.  A booklet has been 

printed that outlines the forest restoration efforts and provides 

identification information for native plants and wildlife.  An 

information booklet about native amphibians of Victoria Park and 

PEI has been developed for kindergarten-aged children.  The Victoria 

Park newsletter ς From the Park Bench - is distributed quarterly to 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦ .ƻƻƪƳŀǊƪǎ 

featuring Victoria Park amphibians have been designed and printed.  

They are distributed to all students who participate in an 

environmental activity in a City Park.   

HIGH SCHOOL MENTORSHIP at HERMITAGE CREEK  

In 2011, the Environmental Management Course at Charlottetown Rural hosted a Grade 6 class from 

Stratford Elementary.  The high school students gave a presentation on watersheds and tree, plant and 

fish identification. They then led the Grade 6 class in two outdoor activities -- fishing in Hermitage Creek 

and a GPS scavenger hunt for specified type of trees. 
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HERITAGE CONSERVATION 
 

CULTURAL CAPITAL DESIGNATION 2011 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ tƭŀƴΣ ŀ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

commitment to arts and culture is recognized as an integral part of community life.   As a Provincial 

Capital and the Birthplace of Confederation, and as a centre for commerce, research, and technology for 

the province, the City of Charlottetown understands that arts and culture is one of the building blocks of 

a healthy and sustainable community. 

In 2011, the City of Charlottetown received the designation of Cultural Capital of Canada, a program of 

the Department of Canadian Heritage.   Up to three communities can receive this designation annually, 

which includes a financial contribution to support special activities that celebrate the arts and culture 

and build a cultural legacy for the community by integrating arts and culture into overall community 

planning. 

PERSPECTIVES 2011: CELEBRATING SENSE of PLACE  

The City of Charlottetown received the prestigious designation in 2011 in recognition of its ongoing 

commitment to arts, heritage and culture, and thriving cultural scene and community. In its application 

for the award, the city presented a series of initiatives and events that would unfold in 2011 under the 

theme "Perspectives 2011: Celebrating Sense of Place." These events and initiatives are meant to 

feature and develop the wide scope and diversity of artistic and cultural experiences available in 

Charlottetown, and to celebrate and learn more about the artists, events and venues that make 

Charlottetown what it is today: a vibrant, talented and creative community, proud if its heritage -- and 

of the leading place it occupies in the Canadian cultural landscape. 

2011 PROGRAMS and PROJECTS 

15 major programs, projects, events and initiatives fall under the designation, and further information 

on each of them can be obtained by visiting www.ourculturalcapital.ca.  These projects reach out to a 

wide range of artistic disciplines and cultural backgrounds, painting an accurate portrait of the diversity 

ŀƴŘ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŦŀōǊƛŎΦ 

 Several of these initiatives have a close connection with parks & green spaces, and are developed with a 

solid and extensive group of community partners.   

HERITAGE CONSERVATION  

http://www.ourculturalcapital.ca/
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ART IN THE OPEN  

 Art in the Open, a one-day visual arts festival to be presented for the first time this summer in 

Charlottetown, will take place August 27, 2011. The festival will highlight the Island's diverse visual art 

talent, as well as the beauty and history of downtown Charlottetown's public squares and parks. The 

focus of the event will be ephemeral works of visual art and other temporary art forms, installed 

primarily in Victoria Park and Connaught and Rochford Squares. 

Some curated portions of Art in the Open serve as an extension to an exhibition taking place at the 

Confederation Centre Art Gallery this summer titled: Free Parking.  The Exhibition explores 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇŀǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

particular definition of public and green space it embodies.  (June 4th ς September 25th) 

Art in the Open is co-coordinated by this town is small, inc., an artist collective, and the Confederation 

Centre Art Gallery, with the guidance of a volunteer steering committee representing visual artists and 

members of the aboriginal and francophone communities. 

ABORIGINAL GARDEN DISPLAY  

Located in Confederation Landing Park, this unique display combines public art and aboriginal traditions 

in a beautiful horticultural rendition of the Medicine Wheel.  Each colour of the Medicine Wheel is 

reproduced in plant material, and aboriginal carvings by Levi Whitebear Cannon, a Charlottetown 

resident, further interpret the 

teachings of the Medicine Wheel.  A 

granite bench sits in the centre of the 

display, inviting park users to a 

moment of contemplation in the heart 

of the display itself.  The project was 

developed with guidance and 

consultation by the aƛΩƪƳŀǉ 

Confederacy of Prince Edward Island 

and Native Council of Prince Edward 

Island. 

MEDIA ARTS LEGACY SERIES 

Five new short films will be produced 

this year under the Cultural Capital of 

Canada programming. The five works 

were selected by a Jury through a Call 

for proposals process, and one of the 

five selected pieces captures one day in the lives of members of a landscaping crew, as they observe the 

city as a living organism that adapts and changes year by year.   The volunteer advisory committee for 
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this initiative is composed of the Island Media Arts Coop, the Island Film Factory and the Interactive 

Media Alliance. 

ART in the CITY ς PUBLIC ART PROGRAM  

Of the 6 or 7 pieces of Public Art that will be commissioned through the Cultural Capital of Canada 

Designation, at least 2 will be featured in a prime green space location:  On the Confederation Trail near 

the FaǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ¦t9LΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻǳƎƘ wƛǾŜǊ ό/ŀǊǊŜŦƻǳǊ ŘŜ ƭΩLǎƭŜ-Saint-Jean), 

celebrating Acadian heritage in that significant sector of the city.  The PEI Council of the Arts is a partner 

in this initiative. 

CANADA DAY IN OTTAWA  

As one of the three 2011 Cultural Capitals of Canada, the City of Charlottetown was invited to take part 

ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ 5ŀȅ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ hǘǘŀǿŀΩǎ aŀƧƻǊΩǎ Iƛƭƭ tŀǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΦ  

Becka Viau created a living wall/mural for the event ς using local plant material and PEI red clay, and 

Sandi Hartling, Maurizio Aristizábal and Gail Hodder collaborated in the creation of a sculpted Red Oak, 

our provincial tree.  Visitors were invited to create leaves for the tree with potato stamps, and the 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ .ŜŎƪŀΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƳǳǊŀƭΦ 

Indeed, art and green spaces go hand in hand in Charlottetown, contributing to a true and meaningful 

ά{ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ tƭŀŎŜέΦ 

EAST COAST MUSIC WEEK COMES TO CHARLOTTETOWN  

Charlottetown was the proud host for the 2011 East Coast Music Awards, Festival & Conference. As a 

long time supported of this event, Charlottetown, known for exceptional hospitality and the ability to 

dazzle visitors from around the world, staged a large event and offered a warm welcome to visitors in 

2011. The City was excited and honoured to host ECMA - a diverse celebration of culture and music that 

carries many economic and cultural impacts that benefit our community and province. The ECMAis a 

not-for-profit organization whose mandate it is to foster, promote and celebrate East Coast music locally 

and globally. The ECMA currently has 1,000 members. 

CHARLOTTETOWN POW WOW  

Mi'Kmaq Confederacy of PEI (MCPEI) invited everyone in PEI to attend a free celebration of Mi'kmaq 

culture and traditions in Charlottetown in September at the annual Pow Wow. Each year MCPEI works 

with the PEI Association for Newcomers to Canada to add a multicultural flavour to the event, 2011 was 

no exception with a great turn out and lots of food and fun.  

HERITAGE CONSERVATION: CONTINUED 

The City of Charlottetown continues to promote the understanding and enhancement of its rich 

heritage.   Our unique heritage serves aǎ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ά.ƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 

influence in a contemporary way.  

http://www.mcpei.ca/
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The City of Charlottetown recognizes and encourages its distinctiveness as the Capital City of Prince 

Edward Island. The City recognizes it has a role to protect, understand and appreciate our heritage and 

manage our heritage resources. The City sees the imperative of protecting and celebrating what makes 

Charlottetown distinctive and authentic in an increasingly globalized world ς for its own citizens, for 

future generations and for visitors.  

Municipal Achievements  

BUILT HERITAGE 

With one of the most distinctive built heritages in the country, and a vibrant arts and culture scene that 

stems from strong cultural roots and traditions -- the City recognizes the importance of the arts and 

culture industry to Charlottetown, and sees it as a significant contributor to our economy, with immense 

growth potential. The City will become a rich dynamic city inspiring confidence in its citizenry for 

generations to come.  

HERITAGE INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

A municipal Heritage Incentive Program which was approved by City Council ten years ago is comprised 

of four major components.  A heritage grant is now available for approved projects to heritage resources 

for 30% of approved cost with some items being funded at 50% of costs.  Each property is eligible for a 

grant of up to $4,000 every two years. Heritage Resources are eligible to receive a five-year freeze on 

the municipal portion of any increase in property taxes.  An awards program acknowledges 

improvements to heritage resources as well as the fee associated with building permit fees for heritage 

applications has been eliminated.  This program is creating a very positive image for heritage 

ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

heritage. Originally the budget allowed for $38,000 for the grant program in 2009 but due to the 

increased demand, the budget was increased throughout the year to $68,000. This allowed 25 projects 

to be funded.  This represents a dramatic increase in both funding and demand over the past years.    

STREETSCAPE DEISGN STUDY 

A Streetscape Design Study was prepared for The Capital Commission (now Tourism Charlottetown) in 

conjunction with the Charlottetown Area Development Corporation which provides a background on the 

heritage of this area as well as design concerns for its restoration and improvements.  This study 

provides the impetus to a significant review and restoration of the downtown commercial district.   (We 

will see the Queen Street/Sydney Streetscape project) 

500 LOT STUDY 

In 2005, City Council approved a direction to examine a special status for the original 500 lots of the City, 

from the original 1768 plan. This led to extensive research and a strategy plan presented in June of 2006 

and has gradually implŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ рлл ƭƻǘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƳŜǊŎŀƴǘƛƭŜ 

heritage, specifically its history as a centre of commerce and prosperity in Atlantic Canada. An inventory 

ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ άрлл [ƻǘέ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜsign a tiered designation system. A 

ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ рлл ƭƻǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ 
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become a new destination for tourists.   A provincial marketing campaign for 2016 showcases the 500 

lot area along with other PEI 

destinations. 

/ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ designated heritage 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ όопсύ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

historic places WEBSITE.  

EASTERN GATEWAY  

Since 1974, the Charlottetown Area 

Development Corporation (CADC) has 

played an important development role 

in Charlottetown. They recently began 

work with Toronto-based Urban 

Strategies, who visited Charlottetown 

this fall, winter and spring to let the 

public have a look at a concept design 

for the Charlottetown waterfront: 

EASTERN GATEWAY. The concept was 

designed to allow city planners to gradually redevelop this industrial heavy part of town over the next 

30-40 years.    

Ψ¢I9 {¢hw¸ hF CHARLOTTETh²bΩ  

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƳǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

the searchable database now available on the city website at www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca.    

HERITAGE ELM TREES 

In 2010 and again in 2011, 5ǳǘŎƘ ¢ǊƛƎ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴƻŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ 

our heritage elms.  This yearly inoculation prevents the elms from getting Dutch elm disease.  The 

environmentally safe vaccine triggers the trees own immune system making it able to fend off a Dutch 

elm disease infection. 

PRINCE EDWARD AND BATTERY POWDER HOUSE RESTORATION PROJECT 

The Prince Edward Battery through community fundraising is completely restored to its original mid 

19thcentury condition.  The City and the Province were involved with this restoration project.  In 2006 

the guns have received new carriages ς the earthworks have been rebuilt to its original state (We will 

drive by this site).   

HERITAGE DAY 2011  

Heritage Day in Charlottetown showcased the history of print media and in the City.  The Community 

was engaged in bringing in heritage photographs, old newspapers and stories while the Editor of the 

Guardian Newspaper   spoke to the importance of local media. It was a great display of community 

http://www.historicplaces.ca/
http://www.theguardian.pe.ca/Slideshow/3891/Eastern-gateway-design-concept/1
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exhibits which used the Committee Room and the Council Chambers of City Hall.   The display was left 

up for a week for the community to come and view. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD RESEARCH PROJECTS 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ presenting 

this exhibit of findings to the community. Three new areas were added in 2011. In the past year the 

Upper Prince Street, the community of East Royalty and Ambrose St. were completed. This includes 

residents of the area researching the history and presenting maps, historical photographs, clippings, etc. 

and presenting it for a day in the Parkdale Room of City Hall.   This provides a great opportunity for our 

residents to learn more about our community.  Todd Saunders can give you more information on these 

projects.  

HERITAGE WALKING TOURS  

The Confederation Players Program has been operating in Charlottetown for over 14 years.  In 2001, 

with the opening of Founders' Hall, the Confederation Players Program became part of Founders' Hall to 

offer educational outreach to the general public. 

The Founders' Hall Confederation Players offer: Retail Walking Tours from mid May - late September, 

Historical Reenactments daily during July and August at Province House National Historic Site of Canada, 

and Meet and Greet for Groups (convention delegates and group tours).  2007 was the start of a 

collaborative project between Charlottetown Downtown Association, Tourism Charlottetown and the 

City of Charlottetown.  Three pathways were marked to direct tourist through the heritage area, around 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ   ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ нллфΦ     

In 2011 the City added walking tours of the historic of the renowned architect Robert Harris houses. 

These walks are given three nights a week. 

ECKHART IN THE CITY 

Downtown Charlottetown inc. has created a Scavenger Hunt 

based on autƘƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ ²ŜŀƭŜΩǎ little mouse explorer. 

ά9ŎƪƘŀǊǘ ƛƴ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ Ŧǳƴ 

attraction for families. Nine of our little bronze mice were 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άƘƛŘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƛƴ нлмл-11.  
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URBAN FORESTRY 
 

Charlottetown has a beautiful canopy of old trees. The City was laid out in 1768 by Charles Morris, a 

military trained surveyor so the influence of Great .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ landscape was strong in the town.  Very 

mature trees from the 1800s still form hedge rows and driveways to sites now marked by 20th century 

subdivisions. 

In 1999, Charlottetown was hit with the Dutch Elm disease.  In 2010, Dutch Trig inoculations began.  The 

environmentally safe vaccine triggers the trees own immune system making it able to fend off a Dutch 

elm disease infection. 

URBAN FORESTRY  
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Municipal achievements 

VICTORIA PARK FOREST MANAGEMENT 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ and Beautification Departments are working on a 

forestry management program for its prized Victoria Park Woodlands.  The plan includes removal of 

invasive species, planting native trees and shrubs, expanding wooded areas, a pruning program for 

pathway trees and removal of damaged trees. The Parkland Conservationist educates park users and 

develops volunteer and student employment opportunities.  This spring, pedestrian traffic patterns 

were evaluated and a number of paths designated for rehabilitation. An arboretum, showcasing native 

trees, shrubs, wildflowers and ferns was established and a booklet published. 

TREE BY-LAW 

The City of Charlottetown adopted a Tree Bylaw which includes the planting, inspection, protection and 

pruning of trees and approval of diseased-tree disposal sites. 

EDUCATION  

City staff have been educated on Dutch Elm disease and created factsheets for our website.  We created 

an inventory of our elms and started cataloguing each removal.  In 2011, a public workshop on the 

disease, care and maintenance of elms was held as part of Arbour Day events. 

PLANTING 

The City has staff responsible for tree planting, Dutch Elm disease monitoring and tree removal. Stump 

removal, high pruning, and large urban tree removal is contracted out as required. Park trees are felled 

by City staff, providing they are not close to wires or residences and technical support comes from 

expertise within City departments and is also contracted out through the assistance of the Department 

of Forestry. Blair Kinch Superintendent responsible for trees will talk about the tree maintenance plan.  

PROTECTING WILDLIFE HABITATS 

¢ƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǘǊŜŜǎ are left to provide habitat for squirrels, 

chipmunks and salamanders. This also allows nutrients to recycle through decomposition and provides a 

place for seedling trees and shrubs to germinate.  Dead trees are left standing, if they are not a safety 

issue, to become habitat and food sources.  The pond in the center of the Park is a productive urban 

amphibian habitatΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ native trees, removing invasive species and 

litter and increasing in public awareness.  In 2010 and 2011, native ferns trees and shrubs were planted 

on the back side of the pond to prevent foot traffic and ensure amphibian success. We are mulching 

park paths encourage walkers and residents/visitors enjoy the main woodland pathways and protecting 

the woodlands.   
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REMOVAL OF INVASIVE SPECIES 

In 2011 we feel we are very close to eliminating knotweed from the park. 

 
TREE PRUNING 

Pruning workshops are offered throughout the season.  More Parks staff have pruning skills needed to 

improve the structural health of many of the smaller trees throughout the park system.  Much of the 

pruning occurs along the trail system to improve tree health and appearance.   

Community Involvement  

ARBOUR DAY EVENT 

In 2011 ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

City Beautification Committee along 

with the Parks and Recreation 

Department partnered with the 

Provincial Greening Spaces Program 

ς J. Frank Gaudet Nursery, to host 

the annual Arbour Day event 

involving 209 children from City 

elementary schools. The event was 

hosted in Victoria Park. 

The elementary school children 

planted trees, mulched trails and 

trees and played environmental 

games. We wanted to give children 

the knowledge, respect and 

understanding of the impact we 

have on our environment.  Each 

student received a tree seedling to take home and plant, a nature bookmark and other gifts from the 

City.   

In addition to planting and mulching trees, in 2011, students participated in an environmentally-themed 

activity led by the /ƛǘȅΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Water Conservation Coordinator.  The 

lessons focused on appreciating the value of trees and water and identifying ways in which the students 

could make a positive impact on the natural environment. 

VICTORIA PARK FOREST RESTORATION PROJECT 

Work is ongoing on our Victoria Park reforestation project. Local students are planting native trees, 

working on habitat conservation projects and manually removing invasive plants species, maintaining 

trails and pruning trees.  The project is evolving to include a large educational outreach program to 
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increase public awareness of many environmental issues.  In 2011, 700 students toured Victoria Park. 

The City is now looking to develop a master plan for Victoria Park though the Parks & Recreation 

Department.   

TREE MULCHING: The Public Works Department mulches all tree branches and limbs curb side rather 

than truck them to the landfill. The mulch is re-used to protect newly planted trees.   

LANDSCAPE 
You will see throughout the City fine examples of landscaping such as Confederation Landing Park and 

Joe Ghiz Park. You will notice urban space and design work.  In the heart of the downtown you will find 

the federal Experimental Farm land, wonderful agriculture land in the middle of a busy urban area. 

Charlottetown pays special attention to its four historically significant squares and is happy to see 

partners, such as the Charlottetown Driving Park, doing a great job of landscaping their new venue.  

Achievements  

TREE and BENCH MEMORIAL PROGRAM  

Street benches are available throughout the 

City in neighbourhood green spaces and play 

areas. The City of Charlottetown also has a 

tree and street bench dedication program.  A 

berm has been constructed and trees planted 

along Riverside Drive.  The City of 

Charlottetown supplies trees to open areas 

and parks. Flower beds, baskets, landscaped 

areas are located throughout the City.   

Landscaping and floral displays have been 

planted around the city entrance and 

neighbourhood signs. hǳǊ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ ϧ 

Development Bylaw and our Official Plan clearly define requirements for green space, landscaped areas, 

environmental concerns, etc.   Please find attached one section of the Zoning & Development Bylaw 

dealing with landscaped areas. 

SUSTAINABLE DESIGNS: XERISCAPING 

As part of the water conservation program, the flower bed in front of City Hall was designed using 

xeriscaping principles. This bed features a rock and perennials as well as drought-tolerant annuals.  

Signage will educate the public on the beauty and low-maintenance of these types of gardens. A rain 

barrel has also been installed at City Hall and at Victoria Park Tennis Clubhouse to collect rain water to 

water nearby beds.  

Horticulture displays are shifting to the use of perennial plants, which require fewer inputs to maintain 

their aesthetic appeal. 

LANDSCAPE  
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TURF and GROUNDCOVERS 

Five Parks staff will be attending a turf maintenance workshop at the University of Guelph in Moncton. 

Our Parks and Recreation Department is encouraging the use of artificial turf field in the spring and fall 

to limit the damage to natural turf fields. 

LAWN BOWLING GREENS 

Seven lanes are cared for and maintained by the Charlottetown Parks & Recreation Department.  These 

lanes have lighting to allow evening bowling. 

TURF MANAGEMENT PLAN 

The City has a turf management program for its nine 

regulation soccer and 18 ball fields.  The program 

follows a season schedule with inspections in the 

Spring and Fall. 

Maintenance includes core and slit aeration, topsoil 

and compost topdressing, fertilizing, liming and over 

seeding new and well-worn areas. We have included 

ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻǳǘƭƛƴƛƴƎ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ 

approach to plant care, maintenance, and herbicide 

and pesticide use.  

STREET BANNERS 

Street banners on the old-fashioned lanterns have 

brought downtown Charlottetown to life. They help 

promote events, festivals and activities.  You will see 

different banners and Communities in Bloom 

banners throughout the downtown. 

LANDSCAPE SUBDIVISION ENTRANCEWAYS  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ 

enhanced subdivision entranceways for; Bell Heights 

and Parricus Mead Drive. The West Royalty Business 

tŀǊƪ ŦƭƻǿŜǊōŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

Beautification Department to support our troops.  

The troops who usually looked after the beds are off 

ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ 

the upkeep and planting.    The City also lights a 

Christmas tree in support of the troops in front of City Hall in November, December and January. 
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FLORAL DISPLAYS  
 

The City of Charlottetown, the business community and residents have worked together to create 

beautiful floral displays that are blooming all around us. Taking care in landscaping urban spaces has 

helped to create meaningful places within our community. More and more we are seeing these sites 

actively utilized year round.  

Achievements 

ADOPT A CORNER  

¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ !ŘƻǇǘ ŀ /ƻǊƴŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƛƴ 

2007 to a record 70 corners in 2011. Almost every city corner is in full bloom.  Local businesses adopt 

and plant city corners and a friendly competition is created annually with the top corner awarded during 

the local contest.  Downtown Charlottetown Ǉǳǘ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ logo on all of the corners. 

This is a great example of the business community taking pride in its City.  The municipality provides the 

land, topsoil, compost and mulch and /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜǘƻǿƴΩǎ Beautification Department waters and weeds the 

flower gardens. 

FLORAL DISPLAYS  
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HANGING BASKETS 

One hundred and sixty hanging baskets 

brighten the downtown. The baskets 

provide a true garden image to our 

residents and to our many visitors who 

love to come to Charlottetown. The 

City receives a lot of positive feedback 

about the 29 light standards lining the 

perimeter of Victoria Park.  

PLANTERS 

Planters provide a beautiful floral 

display along City Diamond, Memorial 

Field, the Victoria Park clubhouse, the 

tennis courts and the new cycling lane. 

You will see a beautiful Victorian floral 

display at Rochford Square.  This floral 

display was originally planted in 

partnership with the Kiwanis Club.  

Each year the City of Charlottetown 

spends approx. $2,000 planting this 

flowerbed. 

FLORAL DISPLAYS 

There are also beautiful floral displays at Province House, the Lt. GovernorΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ !ǊŘƎƻǿŀƴΣ 

downtown, on residential properties, city parks, city baskets, barrels and street corners make the 

downtown a colorful, fragrant place. You will see many floral displays throughout the business 

community with flower beds and baskets especially with the medians along University Avenue and 

Buchanan Drive.   

COUNCILLOR OVER A BARREL PROGRAM  

Charlottetown City Councillors each plant their own barrel ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘŀƭ 5ŀȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ which 

are judged and awarded at a special awards evening.   The barrels have been distributed throughout the 

City. 

 

 

ADOPT A BARREL PROGRAM ς VICTORIA PARK ς DOWNTOWN CHARLOTTETOWN 
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The ever popular Adopt a Barrel Program continues with the business community in downtown 

Charlottetown.  Local businesses pay $150 to adopt the barrel for the summer.  They buy the plants and 

plant ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ bŀǘŀƭ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  /ƛǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ assisted and provided refreshments.  The 

barrels are placed throughout the downtown business community and Victoria Park Boardwalk and 

maintained by the Charlottetown Beautification Committee.  All City Departments entered a friendly 

competition for the Barrel-planting program.  Barrels have been distributed throughout the downtown 

and at municipal buildings.   

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

WEBSITE  

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ς www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca has been redesigned to make it more aesthetically 

appealing and user friendly.  In 2010-2011, several pages were ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻƴΥ 

 The Cultural Capital Designation 

 Community Sustainability; and 

 Water Conservation Program. 

 

The information for Water Conservation includes tips on how residents could save money, water video 

άhǳǊ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ wǳƴ 5ŜŜǇέΣ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΣ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ aŜǘŜǊƛƴƎ 

Program and the Toilet Replacement Rebate Program.  Community members can also access a water 

use calculator from this site to determine how their water use compares to the average and determine 

ways in which they can reduce their personal water use.  

SOCIAL MEDIA AND VIDEOGRAPHY 

Facebook and Twitter have grown as a means of communicating with our citizens. With over 4,000 

friends this has made for a dynamic platform to 

share information. Our Facebook and Twitter 

accounts have also been used to communicate 

information from our Public Works 

department. They have also been used to 

promote events for both the Cultural Capital 

Designation, as well as the Sustainability Plan 

and to encourage water conservation and 

inform the public about events and points of 

interest. 

OUR WATERS RUN DEEP   

 As a new initiative in 2011 a video was 

produced by the Water & Sewer Utility as a way 

http://www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca/
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of teaching residents about where their water comes from and how it gets to their tap.  Footage is 

currently being collected for a second video to be released in the Summer 2011.  

 

 

 

EVENTS 

Charlottetown is making great strides toward becoming a multi-seasonal event destination. 

Charlottetown is becoming a year round destination.  

WINTERDINE 

Downtown Charlottetown Inc.  hosted its fifth-annual  Winterdine festival during the first weekend in 

February 2011. Local restaurants hosted meals ς for 

$25 to $35 ς which included at least 3 courses. This is a 

great time to meet up with some friends for a fabulous 

meal or plan a romantic dinner -- all at an exceptional 

value.  Eighteen City restaurants participated this year.  

 

SCOTTIES TOURNAMENT OF HEARTS 

Charlottetown hosted the most-watched ever Scotties 

Tournament of Hearts in February 2011. The City 

ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎǳǊƭƛƴƎ 

championship, participating athletes, their friends and 

family members and hundreds of curling fans from all 

over Canada. 

DIVERSECITY 

A Multicultural Street Festival held on Victoria Row 

and the Confederation Centre Public Library Plaza, 

Charlottetown in June. The City celebrates Canadian Multiculturalism Day with DiverseCityτa family-

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ŦǊŜŜΣ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

newcomers to PEI with great music, dancing, new displays and activities, Global Jam with drum 

circle and new intercultural combinations, Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ŀǊǘǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅΣ ƳŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŀǊǘ ŘŜƳƻǎΣ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

delicious international food.  www.peianc.com 

 

 

http://www.peianc.com/







