Winter 2009

“You can discover more in an hour of play than you
can in a lifetime of conversation.” ~ Unknown

Free Family Skate
January 24, 12:45 — 2 p.m. at Cody Banks Arena

Guided Nature Hike
January 30, 9 — 10 a.m. at Victoria Park Ball Clubhouse

Get Out and Walk a Trail

Any day, Any time, groomed trails at the waterfront boardwalk,
Victoria Park trails, Beach Grove Trails, Confederation Trail
within City limits

Get Out and Go Cross Country Skiing

During the winter months you can go cross country skiing on
groomed trails at Victoria Park, Belvedere Golf Course and
Beach Grove. Ski Trail maps are available at the Parks and
Recreation office and on the City website.

Jack Frost Children’s WinterFest

Visit the Snow Kingdom and indoor Playland!

February 12 to 15, Confederation Landing

For more information or to purchase tickets call 1-800-955-1864

Charlottetown “Winter Olympics” Outdoor Family Fun
February 20, 1 — 3 p.m. at Victoria Park

Come out and play! Snowshoe softball, snowshoe races, tug-a-
war, horse and sleigh rides and more!

Free Family Skate
February 28, 2 — 3:30 p.m. at Simmons Arena

For more information contact Parks and Recreation at 368-1025
or visit the City website: www.city.charlottetown.pe.ca

Activities are weather dependent

Birch Sawfly, Arge pectoralis

In the arboretum at Victoria Park feeding
on the leaves of white birch trees.

Adult S-shaped larva

The Birch sawfly feeds mainly on gray,
white or yellow birch tree leaves and can
be found throughout Canada.

The adult sawfly cuts a slit in the leaf and
lays their eggs between the leaf layers.
The eggs hatch and the larvae feed on the
tree leaves throughout the summer. In the
fall, the larvae drop to the ground and
make cocoons in the leaf litter. This is
where they spend the winter.

When the larvae are disturbed they form
an S-shape to scare away predators.

DfoIiation

Infestation

Defoliation causes stress. This makes the
tree more susceptible to other stressors
like disease, drought and other insects.
Repeated defoliation may kill the tree.

Sawfly infestations are generally sporadic
and don't last long so control measures
are not often needed. If needed, the
larvae can be knocked off the tree, picked
by hand or sprayed with a soap solution.

http://www.whatsthatbug.com
http://bugguide.net




Are there outdoor skating rinks in Charlottetown? Frosty

Thanks for the question, Frosty

Yes, there are outdoor skating rinks in several Charlottetown parks. The rinks are flooded as soon as the weather turns
cold enough to maintain the ice. Flooding usually starts sometime in January.

The rinks are for public use and are free of charge. They are used for a combination of recreational skating and fun
hockey. There are no rules posted at the rinks but we ask that there be respect given to all users. At times, the rinks can
be split to accommodate both skating and recreational hockey. We do ask that no slap shots be taken at anytime.

The rinks at Victoria Park and MacRae Drive Park are lit at night to provide evening skating until 10:30 p.m.

A list of outdoor rinks will be posted on the City website. The ice conditions are also posted on the website and updated

daily when possible.

Come out and have some skating fun!
Sincerely Bob
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The Colonel Gray Leadership 801 classes, under the
guidance of their teacher, Donna Sears, planned and
held environmental events in Victoria Park. The goal
of the Leadership 801 projects was to help students
learn how to plan, run and evaluate a group project.
The Leadership students also helped to involve other
students and schools in the Victoria Park Educational
Outreach Program, providing a fun, educational
experience about nature.

The first event celebrated International Biodiversity
Day. Grade four West Kent students participated in
environmental games, a nature walk, an invasive
species scavenger hunt and tree planting (led by
MacPhail Woods Ecological Forestry Project).

Place stickers here.

The next semester’s class organized a “Passport to
Nature” event. Students from the Colonel Gray
Learning Center were invited to Victoria Park and
given a “Passport to Nature”, which was their ticket
to a fun nature walk in the Park. Students took their
passport on a nature walk, found lifelike puppets,
were given information about each “animal” they
found and received a sticker to put on their passport.
Other fun activities included tree/bulb planting and a
Halloween scavenger hunt.
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(Lythrum salicaria)

Control of purple loosestrife along Confederation Trail in
Charlottetown — a Parks and Recreation summer project
funded by the Invasive Alien Species Partnership Project.
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Purple loosestrife is a very invasive plant, likes to grow in
wetland areas and forms a monoculture by choking out other
plants — native and nonnative. This reduces the amount and
quality of food, nesting material and cover available for wildlife
forcing them “move away” to look for better place to live. It
clogs waterways and ditches affecting recreational and
agricultural activities.

- Very small pieces of rootstock will produce new plants!
- One purple loosestrife plant can produce close to 3 million
seeds! These seeds float and easily spread to new locations.

Ballasts of ships, sheep wool and European settlers.
Thinking it was a beautiful plant we grew it in our yards but it
made the “great escape” and ended up infesting our wetlands.

- Ducks Unlimited has been releasing a beetle (Galerucella
sp.) which eats the leaves and flowers of loosestrife.

- Follow the provincial regulations on purple loosestrife.
www.gov.pe.ca/law/regulations/pdf/W&02-1.pdf

- Remove all loosestrife plants from your yard. Contact the
Department of the Environment for proper disposal methods.

Need more information?... ask us:
Parks and Recreation Department

City of Charlottetown

368-1025 or 629-4024




